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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE MIDDLE-
TOWN VOLUNTEER FIRE AND
RESCUE COMPANY, INC.

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the 75th anniversary of the Middletown
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company, Inc. in
Frederick County, Virginia. Established in April
of 1942, the Company formed in response to
a devastating fire that nearly destroyed an en-
tire block in Middletown, including the land
where the Fire Station stands today. The origi-
nal membership of the Company of a mere
twenty-two has nearly tripled over the past 75
years. | would like to personally commend the
courageous men and women who so selflessly
volunteer their time and put themselves in
danger on behalf of their neighbors, friends,
and strangers, without asking for anything in
return.

Through both exemplary leadership and
community support, the Middletown Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Company has grown expo-
nentially since its inception in 1942. Under the
longtime leadership of Fire Chief Emeritus
Henry Shiley, who only recently retired after
53 years of service, the Company transformed
into a full-service emergency relief unit, and |
have great confidence that the Company will
continue to prosper under Chief Mark Dalton.
Additionally, one support organization that has
contributed to the growth of the Company im-
mensely is the Lady Auxiliary, which formed in
1943 with the intention of providing both finan-
cial and moral support to the Company. Over
the years, they have raised hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars through community events
and fundraisers, and their service to the Com-
pany is invaluable.

Today the Middletown Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Company, which in 1942 only had one
firetruck, is now a full service Company that
protects the lives and properties of individuals
from fires, accidents, illnesses and other
emergencies in the Town of Middletown, Fred-
erick County, and the surrounding vicinity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in applauding the Middletown Volunteer Fire
and Rescue Company, Inc. for their years of
selfless service and heroism and to again con-
gratulate them on this tremendous milestone.
| wish them all the best in all of their future en-
deavors.

———

IN HONOR OF THE CHANGE OF
COMMAND OF COLONEL
MARTINE KIDD

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the change of com-
mand of Colonel Martine S. Kidd, the 34th
Commander of the Anniston Army Depot.

Colonel Kidd enlisted in the Army Reserve
as a Supply Specialist in 1989. She was com-
missioned as a Quartermaster Officer in 1994.

Her first assignment was to the 7th Bat-
talion, 159th Aviation Regiment, lllesheim,
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Germany, where she worked as a Supply Pla-
toon Leader and Battalion S1, and later de-
ployed to Operation Joint Endeavor. Next, she
was assigned to the 10th Mountain Division,
holding several positions including Main Sup-
port Battalion S3, Company Commander, and
Division Support Command S4. Later, she
served as the Aide-de-Camp for the Com-
manding General of the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service, also deploying in support
of Operation Iragi Freedom in Kuwait and Iraqg.
In April 2007, she deployed as the Logistics
Planner for the 3rd Infantry Division during the
OIF Surge in Irag. Afterwards, she was a Lo-
gistics Instructor at the Command and General
Staff College, and was the Executive Officer to
the Deputy Commandant/Deputy Commanding
General for the Combined Arms Center. In
July 2010, she deployed again, serving as the
Executive Officer to the Deputy Commanding
General for Support, United States Forces-
Irag. In June 2011, she assumed Command of
the America’s East Battalion for the Defense
Logistics Agency-Energy, in Houston, Texas.
Later, she transitioned to Fort Belvoir, Va.
working as the Executive Officer to the Com-
manding General of U.S. Army Cyber Com-
mand. In July of 2015, Col. Kidd became the
34th Commander of the Anniston Army Depot
in Anniston, Alabama.

Among her awards and decorations are the
Legion of Merit, two Bronze Star Medals, the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, three Mer-
itorious Service Medals, the Joint Service
Commendation Medal, three Army Com-
mendation Medals, and the NATO Medal. In
April of 2015, she was selected as a Distin-
guished Member of the Quartermaster Regi-
ment.

Colonel Kidd is married to Justin E. Kidd
who is an Assistant Professor at the Army’s
CGSC, a former U.S. Marine and a retired
U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Colonel Kidd on her change of com-
mand and wishing her the best in her future
endeavors.

——————

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BUDGET
PROPOSED BY THE TRUMP AD-
MINISTRATION

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2017

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to the draconian 31 percent cut
to the international affairs budget proposed by
the Trump Administration.

President Trump’s budget would starve our
nation’s diplomacy and development efforts at
a time of increased challenges to global secu-
rity and stability.

Strategic investments in development and
diplomacy, alongside a strong defense, are
essential to fight terrorism, support our allies,
and uphold America’s leadership role in the
world.

If the United States retreats from our global
commitments, then we cede ground to coun-
tries that do not share American interests and
pose a risk to American values.

You do not make America great again by
unilaterally withdrawing from the world.

Since World War Il, we have been and we
remain the essential nation. Ronald Reagan
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used to talk about making America that shin-
ing city upon a hill.

What he meant was a beacon, a place peo-
ple could look to for succor, human rights ad-
vocacy, and protection. That is who we are.

Yesterday, the Trump Administration an-
nounced that it was ending all funding for the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA),
which works to provide access to contracep-
tives, prevent unsafe abortions, and stop ma-
ternal deaths around the world.

Cutting these funds threatens the lives of
millions of girls and women.

Throughout U.S. development operations,
we are fostering American values through sup-
port for civil society, free markets, independent
media, and democratic institutions.

At a time when countries like Russia and
China are undermining democratic institutions
and the post-WWII international order, we
need robust diplomatic and development oper-
ations more than ever.

Foreign assistance is not just a nice thing to
do. It opens foreign markets for American
businesses and creates enduring partnerships
abroad.

For example, what began as a donor-recipi-
ent relationship between the United States
and South Korea in the wake of the Korean
War has since blossomed into an unbreakable
alliance bound by shared military, diplomatic,
cultural, and economic ties. South Korea is
now our sixth largest trading partner.

We turn to diplomacy to solve our most in-
tractable national security challenges.

It is a political solution we seek in Syria, not
a military one. It is the JCPOA, a multilateral
diplomatic effort, that has effectively reversed
the Iranian nuclear threat.

It is our aid and reconstruction efforts that
will eliminate terrorists’ sanctuaries in Afghani-
stan, not a permanent military presence.

Pulling out the rug beneath our nation’s dip-
lomats not only makes their efforts less effec-
tive, but it also further exposes our military by
shifting the entire burden to them.

More than 120 retired generals and admirals
recently wrote a letter to Congress on this
matter saying “the State Department, USAID,
Millennium Challenge Corporation, Peace
Corps and other development agencies are
critical to preventing conflict and reducing the
need to put our men and women in uniform in
harm’s way.”

This is no longer a battle about numbers or
a budget. This is a battle about who we are
as a people and what role we will play in
shaping the world we hand over to our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

There are people who benefit from the
United States’ diplomatic and foreign aid ef-
forts, who are fighting for democracy as we
speak, putting their lives on the line counting
on us to have their backs.

This is not the time to retreat. But that is
what this budget does. We must fight this
budget for the sake of that shining city upon
a hill.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
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